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2011 Survey Results 

Cumulative Responses: 

African American Responses 

Asian/Pacific Islander Responses 

Hispanic/Latino Responses 

Native/American Indian Responses 

 

Overall Results: 

VT Multicultural Alumni Programs Assessment 

Greetings Alum, 

The first three questions deal with your student experience.   

 

1. I had a positive academic experience at Virginia Tech (inside the classroom). 

Strongly Agree       Agree         Neutral      Disagree        Strongly Disagree    No Opinion 

 40          80              15          3   1   0   

48          34  2          1   0   0   

11          18  2          1   0   0   

4          1  0          0   0   0 

 

2. I had a positive social experience at Virginia Tech (outside the classroom).  

Strongly Agree       Agree       Neutral        Disagree        Strongly Disagree    No Opinion 

 39           71 16          7   5   1   

29           45 8          2   0   0   

 10           19 1          1   1   0   

3           1  1          0   0   0  
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3. As a student, my cultural needs were met through the university's programs. 

Strongly Agree       Agree       Neutral       Disagree       Strongly Disagree      No Opinion 

7           41 43          29   13   6    

12           42 23          2   1   4  

3           11 10          3   2   3  

0           1  3          0   0   1 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________      

 

 

The following questions deal with your alumni experience.   

 

4a. As an alum, I feel connected to Virginia Tech.  

Strongly Agree       Agree       Neutral       Disagree       Strongly Disagree      No Opinion 

 27           62 26          12   11   0   

19           43 15          6   1   1  

9           17 4          1      1   0  

 3           2  0          0   0   0   

b. Why or Why not? (Essay) 
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5a. As an alum, I feel connected to the Alumni Association. 

 Strongly Agree     Agree       Neutral   Disagree    Strongly Disagree              No Opinion     

 10            38 40            30                   17               3    

 4            26 37            15     2   0  

2            8  14            6     2   0 

 1            1  0             3     0   0  

  

 b. Why or Why not? (Essay) 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

6. Do you think the Alumni Association does a good job of engaging you and other alumni?  

a.       Yes   No  Somewhat 

               46    25            61  

33    10            40  

11     4            17  

          1     1             3   

b. If not, what could we do to get you involved? _________________________ 
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7. On a scale from 1 to 10 (1=not involved, 10=very involved) 

a. How involved are you with the university?  

1 3 0 16 26 

2 6 0 14 23 

3 5 1 11 27 

4 3 1 5 5 

5 7 0 12 18 

6 1 1 6 16 

7 1 0 11 10 

8 2 0 7 9 

9 1 0 0 0 

10 3 2 3 5 

 

b. How involved are you with the Alumni Association? 

1 13 2 40 65 

2 8 2 20 32 

3 4 0 7 13 

4 1 0 2 4 

5 3 1 7 9 

6 0 0 3 6 

7 1 0 3 5 

8 1 0 2 2 

9 0 0 1 0 

10 1 0 0 3 
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8. Do you identify with the title “Multicultural?” 

   Yes   No       Other _________________ 

    110   28  

    73   11 

    26    6   

    3    2   

 

9. Which racial/ethnic group(s) do you most identify with? (Please check all that apply) 

African American/Black 

American/Native Indian 

Asian American/Pacific Islander 

Hispanic/Latino 

International  

Other (Please Indicate):  ____________________________  

The following questions deal with participation/attendance. 

 

10. I have previously attended a program sponsored by Multicultural Alumni Programs (on or off 

campus). 

 a. Yes  No 

      79  59     

      19  65  

      14          18 

      0   5      

 b. Why or why not?  
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11. I would prefer to attend alumni activities/events for my particular racial/ethnic group. 

Strongly Agree       Agree       Neutral       Disagree       Strongly Disagree      No Opinion 

 24          45  41        15         6               4        

 4          14  43        11         6               6   

0           4  14         9         2               3  

 1           1   0         1         0               2     

    

12. I would prefer to attend alumni events/activities, locally, where I live. 

Strongly Agree       Agree       Neutral       Disagree       Strongly Disagree  No Opinion 

 25         71  34         2          2            4      

 24         43  12         1          1            3     

12         17  2         0          0            1 

 3          1  0         0          0            1       

 

 

13. Which types of events listed below are you most likely to participate in or attend? 

Speaker Series 

Reunions 

Alumni Chapter Programs  

College Events (such as College of Engineering programs) 

Mentoring current VT student(s) 

Tailgates 

Social Mixers 

Networking events 

Cultural Celebrations 

Sporting Events 
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Academic Programs 

Business Related Events (programs on topics such as investing, real estate, etc.) 

Not interested in participating or attending anything  

Other types of events that interest you:  ______________________________________ 

 

 

14. In a typical calendar year, how often do you visit Virginia Tech/Blacksburg? 

0:    7  1 40 56 

1 time:    9  2 18 37 

2 times:    4  0 10 21 

3 times:    1  0 6 7 

4 time:     2  0 3 6 

5 times or more:  8  2 7 10 

 

The following questions are about communication. 

 

 

15. I feel informed about Alumni Association events/activities. 

Strongly Agree       Agree       Neutral       Disagree       Strongly Disagree  No Opinion 

 24         70              24       15          1              4       

 8         41              23       7          3              1  

5         16                7       2                2              0  

 0          4  0       1          0              0    
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16. I feel informed about university events/activities. 

Strongly Agree       Agree       Neutral       Disagree       Strongly Disagree  No Opinion 

 22         74              21        17           0              3        

 4         52              20        5           1              1     

5         15               10        1                 1              0     

 2          3  0        0           0              0     

  

 

17. I am familiar with the Virginia Tech Alumni Association website (www.alumni.vt.edu)  

Strongly Agree       Agree       Neutral       Disagree       Strongly Disagree  No Opinion  

 19         75              23        16           3              0      

 8         36              24       12           3              1           

2         17  7        4           1              0   

 1          1  2        1            0              0     

    

18. How do you prefer to receive information about the university and/or Alumni association? (Check all 

that apply)   

Email    Telephone   Website     Invitation by mail (U S Postal Service)       Other? 

Social Media (Facebook)      Newsletters (Electronic) 

 

 

The following questions are free response 

___________________________________________________________________ 

19. Please offer suggestions on how to improve Multicultural Alumni Programs. 

 

http://www.alumni.vt.edu/
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20. Please share any additional comments regarding your experience and/or feelings. 

 

23. Male  Female 

        60       74       

        46       34   

       18      12     

        2       3    
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African American/Black Essay Questions Survey Results: 

4a. As an alum, I feel connected to (or part of) Virginia Tech. 

4b. Why or Why Not? 

Response by person’s number on spreadsheet- 

1: Invested much time and energy in studies. 

2: I only became connected to Virginia Tech once I got involved in alumni organizations such as the 

Multicultural Alumni Advisory Board, the Black Cultural Center Board, and the Alumni Association.  

Without these activities, I would only feel as connected as the football and basketball teams. 

3: I was recruited as to play football at VA Tech.  At the time I attended the university, it was about 2% 

minority and the men out numbered women.  To this day I do not participate in any activity at VA Tech.  

I live in California.  As a student, I felt like I was a burden to the university, in spite of the fact that the 

football program brought revenue to the university.  I finished my degree in four years.  I have visited 

the university only once since graduation in 1983. 

4: I feel connected as a result of the relationships developed with professors and cohort members. 

5: I hear often from director Laurie Brogden and strong sports teams allow Tech alum to congregate 

around a common interest. 

6: I went to VA Tech, worked there and taught there so I feel very proud of and connected to the 

University. Also, I live in a city now that has a super strong alumni network but not that many alums of 

color which makes me sad. 

7: There were so few African American graduate students that there is a slim chance that going back I 

would see any of the ones that were there the same time as I. 

8: The heritage of the school, the many attempts toward diversity, a great experience on and off 

campus, and the curriculum was good. 

9: I still have contact with my close classmates and constantly receive school related information from 

Virginia Tech. 

10: Employed at VT. 

11: I keep in contact with fellow alumni that I met while at Tech.  I've received additional degrees since 

leaving for my Bachelor's and I return to campus for games and reunions. 

12: I never looked back I guess. 

13: As an African American student at VT from 1995-1998 I felt very left out unless I was part of the 

Greek family, which I was not.  My experience at VT was very different than that of my counterparts. 
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Even in the working world when people see my resume I'm called and offered jobs, but upon walking in 

and they see that I'm a Black female conveniently  "there are no jobs" or I receive "So you went to VA 

Tech" to which I proudly say, Yes I received my BS and my MS degree.  Being from Northern VA I was 

always me who happened to be black. At VT I was a black person who happened to have a name, but I 

must admit it did prepare me for racism I've faced in the working world in NC. 

14: I live across the country. I was also a part of a very small program at VT which means less people to 

keep me connected the university. 

15: I was a member of the multicultural Alumni Association. 

16: Particularly when I lived in Roanoke but through contact like this as well. 

17: Once a HOKIE, always a HOKIE! 

18: With a larger family, it is not economical to come back to visit with my family even though I only live 

only a 3 hr drive from Blacksburg.  Football tickets cannot be obtained for single games without risking 

dealing with scalpers.  Other reunion type affairs are expensive as well with more than 2 people.  Aside 

from the automatic e-mail newsletters, the only contact I receive from Virginia Tech are the annual fund 

drives. 

19: My fellowship with fellow alumni. 

20: My own time availability. 

21: I work with a lot of fellow alum and try to make it back to campus when there's something 

interesting going on. My niece is a current student. 

22: I never felt like I belonged there. It was such a struggle to be there. It made me stronger and I owe 

my resiliency as an adult to being there, but I always wondered why it had to be so hard? Why did it 

have to be a struggle? 

23: Still keep in touch with some professors, visit the school often, hope to attend graduate school 

there. 

24: If you did not graduate from Virginia Tech in Engineering or one of the major sciences, no one speaks 

for your degree area. Also, if you are not a big 'football' fan, they don't want to hear from you. I live in 

Lynchburg, Virginia where sports are everything. However, I don't actively participate in college sports. I 

am just not interested in them. If you are not a Va. Tech football enthusiast, they don't want to talk to 

you. What about the arts? What about the creative people who graduated from Virginia Tech. I 

graduated with a degree in Communications and Virginia Tech did not help me at all. I am now getting a 

second degree in Computer Science, and they call all the time. Sounds bias to me. 

25: Low ethnic diversity of faculty was a disappointment. 

26: Still involved with the school in various organizations. 



 
14 

 

27: I've made some lifelong friends and have a connection to that time in my life. 

28: My connection to VT has been not as strong as I wish for it to be.  Living on the west coast, has been 

the biggest contributing factor to this opinion of mine. 

29: I had a good VT experience which has kept me connected. I also have friends who are still connected 

so we stay connected as a group as well. 

30: I receive the VT Newsletter and magazine on a regular basis.  I participate in the VT sponsored multi-

cultural events.  I follow the basketball and football athletic teams/events and have attended bowl 

games as an alum. 

31: The faculty in my home department, the Department of Urban Affairs and Planning pretends as if I 

don't even exist as an alumni.  I didn't just graduate in 1988, rather I graduated as the top B.A. Urban 

Affairs graduate in 1988. Flash forward to 2011 and the new Department Chair pretended as if I had 

completed my undergraduate studies at The University of Mars.  In my humble opinion, the Dept. of 

UAP needs to have some Multicultural Programming directed its way especially since most minorities 

tend to aggregate in urban environments. More importantly, it is my intention to become a faculty 

member in this department sometime in the near future (2015).  I am sufficiently un-impressed with the 

climate at the Dept. of UAP at this time. It does not seem warm, friendly or welcoming.  Even if it wasn't 

these things, the climate there does not seem Hokie! 

32: I feel connected because I make an effort to reach out and help the university when I can. Whether I 

attend a high school college night to help with Admissions Office recruiting, or serve on an advisory 

board for the college of engineering, reaching out seems to be met with a positive reception by the 

university. 

33: I'm still very, very close to the friends I met at Tech.  I considered them some of my closest friends 

and talk and visit with them fairly often. 

34: I do receive the alumni news and apart of the African American blog, I wish comments or exchanges 

could be sent to my email because the Reunion news is posted online but no direct notification to my 

email address. 

35: I recently became more active in our alumni chapter, which is a great experience to connect with 

fellow Hokies:) 

36: I graduated from VA Tech and I am very proud of this. The experiences that I had there (good or bad) 

have helped shaped my life. 

37: I have had very little contact of the changes or events that has taken place with the VT Alum. 

38: I personally feel attached to my Student Transition Program (STP)group.  The fact that I'm not 

attached to my graduating class is mostly because of me.  I spent a lot of time with my STP team but I 

was a IDST (by the way, I am not happy it's being cancelled)major.  My time in college was self-
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exploration.  I grew a lot more than I actually wanted to. Many times it was painful but there was good 

times also. 

39: The University does a good job keeping me informed through email.  However, it would be nice if 

more local alumni groups could be more active in keeping us informed.  Perhaps, visits by school 

representatives for face-to-face updates from time to time. 

40: I always receive updates from the alum association. 

41: The school did nothing for me to have nostalgia or feel a part of.  My memories of college have to do 

more with my classmates and activities that we did outside of school.  As well, I appreciate the respect 

that the Virginia Tech degree commands currently. However when I was at the school, I did not feel like 

my attendance was appreciated.  Because of this, I did what was necessary to GRADUATE. I did not feel 

compelled to participate in much else. 

42: Never felt connected. 

43: I was active in one club, but only up until my Junior Year. After that I was trying to focus on 

graduating, plus I moved off campus so I didn't feel as much of a connection to Tech. I was not big into 

football or sororities/fraternities so I really don't have much of a strong connection. Just a few people 

that I was close, do I stay connected with. 

44: I like the place. 

45: I feel as though I am connected as much as I make myself. In other words, when I want to get 

involved then I can be but I would like to know more about the changes that take place to the school. As 

being a minority alum from VT in a city where minorities thrive, it is a shame not to be able to tell those 

whom ask more about what's currently taking place at the university. 

46: My Sorority connection helps tremendously. As well as being an Alum of the McNair Scholars 

Program. 

47: The Reunions held specifically to connect with other black alumni and my association with area 

Alumni Association. 

48: Because I earned my degree from VT and I served on boards there. 

49: The only time you hear from Tech is when they are fundraising. 

50: Virginia Tech does a great job of keeping me informed and I have such pride that I obtained my 

degree from such a fine institution. GO HOKIES!!! 

51: I hear enough about VT to suit my needs. 

52: There is a good amount of communication and open invitation via e-mail to upcoming events. 

53: I receive info through e-mail 
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54: I am active in a Dept. Advisory Board and I come back to football games. 

55: It is probably because I haven't really been involved in too many Virginia Tech related things since I 

graduated. 

56: Other than email notices, I don't feel connected to what is truly occurring on VT's campus. 

57: Spent 7 years there, can't help but feel connected! 

58: I moved to CA and have not had to opportunity to go back and visit VT in a decade. 

59: I keep up with the local alumni chapter, although due to work I rarely get to attend any of their 

functions. I still recommend students to Virginia Tech programs as well. 

60: Not sure. I think the development of connecting alums really started after my graduation. 

61: I feel there is a good alumni base who looks out for each other. 

62: I receive newsletters, magazines, and information from the local alumni association. 

63: Although the university has made great strides in the last few years, it is only through the explosion 

of the internet (FACEBOOK, etc.) that I have connected with alumni (besides those I kept up with after 

college). Honestly, I think that the black alumni (not multicultural - because there is a very distinct 

difference, and I am tired of being lumped in the multicultural category) should do more events in the 

Washington metropolitan area. VT must be crazy if they think we are going to continuously drive more 

than 5 hours in bad weather to the mountains for events, let's be real, that is not going to happen. And 

another thing, I do not want to come to multicultural game week, I want to come to BLACK alumni week 

during a football game and NOT during the Overton Johnson step show. 

64: Would like to see more opportunities for minority interactions...especially family oriented events.  

Other than sports, not much for family.  We do love the school! 

65: My engineering degrees were important to my career. 

66: As a hybrid student (Corps of Cadets and civilian academics/socialization) I was never able to fully 

commit so did not make lots of friends in the civilian population.  The Corps structure was so regimented 

that cross class fraternization was discouraged so that narrowed the ability to make close friends and 

thereby make connections. 

67: I stay in contact by attending the Black Alumni Weekend and talking to my friends that attended 

Tech with me. 

68: I keep up on campus activities through the alumni association emails and direct mail. Also, watch 

Hokie football whenever I can. 

69: Participation with the Black Alumni Reunions and serving on committees associated with the school. 
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70: Because I choose to be, because I identify with VT, and because I still have friends who are on faculty 

there. 

71: I live a far distance from VT so feel somewhat disconnected. 

72: I get regular email announcements. 

73: Only recently (since 2000) have I really felt an active part of the school and the goings on. 

74: I feel connected when cheering for Hokies football. But I don't imagine ever attending a class 

reunion because there were so few people that I would know.  The people that I do know I would see at 

the programs for African American alumni.  I don't relate to Tech the way my friends who attended 

HBCUs have with their almamaters. 

75: Mostly because I have relocated to the Northern VA region and a lot of my friends from the VT 

community reside here. When first graduating I lived in Charlotte, NC and did not feel as closely 

connected. 

76: Northern Virginia is pretty much an extension of Hokie Nation. Lots of Hokies here. Go Hokies!! 

77: Early 10 years ago I moved from Virginia to California.  While in Virginia I served as the President of 

the Peninsula Alumni Chapter (also Student Body President), and when I moved to California I attended 

a number of alumni events.  Most of these events were based in Los Angeles and I live in South Orange 

County (an hour drive), additionally after having two small children, the commute to participate in 

activities became more challenging.  I will always love the university but I have not had an opportunity 

to participate recently. 

78: Local associations & classmates! 

79: I receive regular information regarding events and programs. 

80: Activities centered around homecoming games are well publicized.  However, other alumni activities 

do not seem to be publicized as much. 

81: I try to stay connected thru news and announcements about University events. 

82: Involvement in activities that take place on campus, continued visits to campus for games and 

functions, newsletters from the department and school 

83: Not able to travel to visit and take part in activities but do keep in contact with fellow students and 

some alum 

84: TIME AND FAMILY CONSTRAINTS 

85: I went to VA tech as a graduate student not an undergrad. My experiences might be a bit different. I 

feel connected with graduate students from VA Tech 
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86: I am currently a member of the College of Engineering's Center for Engineering Education Diversity's 

(CEED) Advisory Board. 

 

5a. As an alum, I feel connected to (or part of) the Alumni Association. 

5b. Why or Why not? 

1: I feel my local VT alumni chapter doesn't make an effort to connect with African American alumni. 

2: Receive email on alumni events 

3: I feel strongly connected to the national alumni association because I serve on it, however, I do not 

feel any connection to the local alumni association.  It feels like one other group that sends me emails 

from time to time and really doesn't compel me to want to attend any events or be a part of it. 

4: I am a May, 2011 graduate. 

5: The director, Laurie Brogden, stays in touch. 

6: I feel connected because I give $$$ but that's about it. 

7: The majority of Alumni in this area I assume went as undergrads. 

8: The constant association via web and emails, and networking. 

9: By choice, I am not very active with alumni school related functions. 

10: I keep in contact with fellow alumni that I met while at Tech.  I've received additional degrees since 

leaving for my Bachelor's and I return to campus for games and reunions.   Furthermore, I think the 

Multi-cultural office do a great job with outreach. 

11: I attended an Alumni event in Northern VA several years ago in Fairfax when I arrived at the 

restaurant and went to the area of VT alumni I was quickly told that I was probably in the wrong place 

(because I was the only black person there) and I said, No I was in the right place...I was a VT graduate.    

I've never been to another event. 

12: No contact. Not aware of any events in my part of the country. 

13: Particularly when I lived in Roanoke but through contact like this as well. 

14: Have never participated beyond reading messages. 

15: I was on the local chapter e-mail list, but I guess since I didn't attend the activities I was dropped. 

16: I would say lack of involvement on my part is the primary reason. 
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17: I am not involved with the local chapter. 

18: Probably because of the disconnection I felt as a student. 

19: Haven't had much of an opportunity to connect. 

20: I'm not actively engaged. 

21: I only get called to give money! 

22: Alumni events for alum of color aren't strongly publicized and therefore aren't as well attended. 

23: Don't really know the activities. 

24: Communication/Relationship does not strike me as genuine. 

25: For the same reasons stated in #4b 

26: I have been able to connect with members of my local alumni chapter. 

27: I am not active now, but used to participate in the local alum chapter. 

28: I feel that the Alumni Association keeps me well informed. 

29: I get notices of alumni association events, but I don't feel compelled to participate. As a African-

American alum, it's rare that the announced events appeal to me (or my fellow Black alums). When they 

do, the #1 unspoken question is, "am I going to be the only one there?" With so many other activities 

that vie for my time, VT alumni association events just don't seem (yes, I know I'm pre-judging) to offer 

the social networking completeness I that need. 

30: I do really have a connection with the alumni association. 

31: I know it's there, but have very little interaction with it. 

32: I don't always have the time to commit to the association. When I have participated in activities, I 

felt very welcomed. 

33: People who graduated before me seem more open and cohesive.  My generation doesn't seem 

interested especially the people I know and I don't blame that on the university.  I had different goals 

than most people I knew. 

34: Limited local alumni interaction.  Columbus, OH has a lot of Hokie alumni in the area, but there is no 

alumni group activity that I am aware of currently.  At one time there were gatherings for Tech games at 

local sports bars, but not any longer. 

35: The updates come regularly and are extremely informative. 
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36: Activities are of little or no interest to me. Activities are at inconvenient times or locations (out of 

town). 

37: I was active in one club, but only up until my Junior Year. After that I was trying to focus on 

graduating, plus I moved off campus so I didn't feel as much of a connection to Tech. I was not big into 

football or sororities/fraternities so I really don't have much of a strong connection. Just a few people 

that I was close, do I stay connected with. 

38: I was a part of the Alumni Association in GA but with meetings based only on one side of town and 

not really involving many minorities I just stopped going, it was no longer of the same interest. 

39: Publications and email contact 

40: Because I served on the board at one point and they reach out to me. 

41: They don't have any events that I am interested in 

42: The Alumni Association does an excellent job of keeping me informed and connected through emails 

and mailings. 

43: They send info from time to time -- again, enough to suit my needs. 

44: There is a good amount of communication and open invitation via e-mail to upcoming events. 

45: Haven't made it to many events lately. Need to be able to connect to the people I was around that 

attended Tech 

46: Felt mistreated years ago and so did not find much use or connection for Alumni Association. 

47: I haven't had the opportunity to participate in Alumni events. I plan to become associated with the 

Alumni association in my local area. 

48: I was a part of one alumni associate that I never received anything from.  The alumni association that 

I'm a part of now is much better and I feel more connected as a result. 

49: Other than email notices, I don't feel connected to the Association. Perhaps a feature on "Where 

is...Now" to give a sense that VT is proud of its alum and their accomplishments. 

50: I don't really have much involvement with the Alumni Association other than the occasional emails 

and announcements. 

51: I receive communications from the alumni association.  It is difficult to participate in some activities. 

52: The DC Capital chapter and/or Maryland chapter have meetings and events that are too far away 

from DC. I do not want to the go to Annapolis or Reston or Sterling. Alexandria, Silver Spring, Bethesda, 

Arlington .. those places are close the DC. 
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53: My wife and I who are former hokies haven’t done much with the alumni chapter in NOVA but we do 

get notification of the events. 

54: I need to join. 

55: While I have had considerable contact with VT Alumni in the engineering profession over the last 40 

years, my contact with the general population "Alumni Association" has been very limited. This has been 

my choice. 

56: I feel connected to a number of the African American alumni, but I do not feel like I have much in 

common with the local alumni or the alumni association. 

57: No.  Having been in the military I moved so much that I was not able to put in the time at any one 

place to build the camaraderie needed to make the connection.  I am now on the West Coast and due to 

the large metropolitan area and fewer number of alumni to draw from, it just doesn't work for me. 

58: I keep up on campus activities through the alumni association emails and direct mail. 

59: Only with regards to how it intersects with the Black alumni. 

60: I could participate in activities if I wanted to.  I don't because I have to use the limited leisure time 

that I have to visit family, work in church ministries, etc.  While I feel connected to VT, I don't have the 

time to go to games, etc. 

61: There are not events for me to attend locally. 

62: I participate in enough of the alumni activities to feel connected, albeit "loosely." 

63: Physical distance away from Virginia. Since I don't live where there are an abundance of alumni 

around, the "Hokie Fever" doesn't build bc no one to egg me on 

64: The Branch here is very active with engaging all available alums. 

65: Nearly 10 years ago I moved from Virginia to California.  While in Virginia I served as the President of 

the Peninsula Alumni Chapter (also Student Body President), and when I moved to California I attended 

a number of alumni events.  Most of these events were based in Los Angeles and I live in South Orange 

County (an hour drive), additionally after having two small children, the commute to participate in 

activities became more challenging.  I will always love the university but I have not had an opportunity 

to participate recently. 

66: I receive regular information from the New Jersey alumni association. 

67: I don't really have the time to invest in participation. 

68: I receive information about activities and events, but I do not feel compelled to participate in any of 

them. 
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69: Many of the events and much of the information seems unrelated to my interests or time at VT 

70: New alum so not able to get in the grove of things yet. 

71: Enjoy the alumni class and college celebrations. 

 

 

6a. Do you think the Alumni Association does a good job of engaging (i.e. building relationships 

with/meeting the needs) of you and other alumni? 

6b. Please explain or comment. 

1: The overall Alumni Association has to rely on the work of the local chapters, and if the local chapters 

aren't connecting, it makes the overall Association look bad. (I work in Alumni Relations at a University 

and I know the ends and outs). 

2: Similar to comment in 5b.  Alumni Association feels like a group that sends you emails and does 

electronic communication but doesn't reach out to its local members.  Whether you are thinking about 

things such as calling trees or smaller groups to reach out to select targets, it seems as though the local 

groups need to reach out to others outside their core if you want to increase attendance and diversify 

the people involved. 

3: I am not able to answer this question due to just becoming an alum in May. 

4: We need more events and a much stronger, visible and active Black alumni network. 

5: I guess for those that get involved 

6: However, many alumni don't take advantage of the networking, or others may not even care. 

7: Yes, the Alumni Association keeps me well informed on all school related issues. 

8: I feel as if the Alumni Association tries but again most events aren't built around those outside of the 

Caucasian race. 

9: No contact with the Alumni Association. 

10: I don't have much information to base this on. You get what you give and I have not put a lot of 

emphasis on Alumni Association activities. 

11: I receive a lot of communications from alumni encouraging my involvement 

12: I would like to be more involved but am unsure of how or what to do. 
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13: There are not a lot of events (or Black alumni) in my city. I have not felt a need to return to 

Blacksburg since graduation. 

14: Not as much in Southwest VA, but I feel that that is directly related to the lack of opportunities and 

not necessarily b/c of the association itself. 

15: They send communications but since I don't have any personal connection with those sending, I tend 

to not attend. 

16: I only get called to donate money to the school! 

17: I think more efforts can be made to get alumni involved in events and get their input on the planning 

of reunions, homecoming activities, etc. 

18: I can't really comment on this question, since my involvement in the Alumni Association has never 

existed. 

19: I am not dissatisfied. There are some that are. I am not familiar with their reasoning. 

20: There is always room for improvement.  I think what we have in place is a good start. 

21: Yes.  In the past, I have had help in restarting the VTAA chapter in Northeast (Cleveland), Ohio. 

22: I get notices of alumni association events, but I don't feel compelled to participate. As a African-

American alum, it's rare that the announced events appeal to me (or my fellow Black alums). When they 

do, the #1 unspoken question is, "am I going to be the only one there?" With so many other activities 

that vie for my time, VT alumni association events just don't seem (yes, I know I'm pre-judging) to offer 

the social networking completeness I that need.23: I see that the association plans lots of activities, but I 

haven't made the effort to engage in any.  One of the problems is that if I go to a function and don't 

know anyone, it's kind of boring.  One time I went to a baseball game sponsored by the AA, but no one 

talked to each other - I felt like I could have just gone to the game on my own. 

24: Wish there were more local engagements of the African American graduate community, tailgate 

parties, etc. 

25: The Alumni Association rep, Gwen Harrington, made the trip to Lexington, KY to visit our chapter 

which meant a great deal. 

26: I think that the association does the best that it can considering Alumni are over the world. it is 

much harder when you are located several states away from VA (in my opinion). I think the association 

should expand more through social media (i.e. linked in, and Facebook, etc.). 

27: I tend to have different interests than the general population which is something I am proud of.  I 

never went to a football while at Tech but I felt much comradery (probably misspelled)through other 

things like late night discussion about different issues.  I am personally interested as an alum about 
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issues which affect black graduation rates at VA Tech but more importantly the graduation rates in 

general. 

28: Recommended improvements - The College of William & Mary and its associated colleges (ex., 

School of Business)effectively reach out to their alumni and keep them informed of what's going on at 

the school.  Opinion surveys are conducted in regards to the college's performance and they keep us 

informed of the school's performance (rankings, etc.) as well as areas that need improvement and how 

alumni can help.  Also, they highlight alumni from time to time and simply do a fantastic job in keeping 

their alumni engaged.  I feel as though the college keeps their alumni well informed.  This is all done via 

email. 

29: I really should become involved but I just haven't given it 100%. I'll do better. I've invited to many 

events. 

30: I am African American.  As I said before, I was not connected to the University. My fondness has 

more to do with my classmates.  Therefore, more multicultural events where my motivation is to see 

friends, may indirectly cause me to associate myself with the school. 

31: I receive the mailings and emails, but the people I was around didn't seem to be engaged in either of 

the events that were listed, so I didn't participate as much. 

32: Fostering of contact via mail/email, etc. 

33: I don't know what others might think. 

34: They send out information and leave it up to the alumni to determine how much they are interested 

in being involved. 

35: I need to do my part also by attending the events. Need the things that got me there to motivate me 

return 

36: I believe I receive a ton of e-mails from the Alumni Association with hope of engaging.  I believe it is 

more my responsibility to at least attend an event before making any judgment. 

37: I have only been a part of this alumni association for a short period of time and I haven't been able 

to participate in any events yet.  However, I get lots of information from them and they have great 

events.  I hope to be able to participant more in the future. 

38: Keep us informed 

39: I suppose so. Once people have graduated and moved away, I guess email and mail is the best way 

to keep everyone up to date on what's going on. 

40: The association offers opportunities to network and keeps us abreast of contact information with 

local associations. 



 
25 

 

41: Because if you are not willing or able to give them significant amounts of money, they don't care. 

You would think that a school that has figured out how to cultivate millions of dollars out of alumni 

should know that today's small donors become tomorrow's big ones. 

42: I never encountered any direct engagement with the Alumni Association. 

43: Need more exposure. 

44: Tradition and school history are limiting. 

45: I have not made a great effort to attend many of the alumni association events, because I do not feel 

like the minorities are represented in the planning of the events. 

46: Lots of "push" communication, not a lot of "pull" communication. 

47: Events don't seem to be all-encompassing, i.e., not much participation by African-American alumni 

and not much that draws them to events. 

48: There are activities for those who want to participate and information for those who cannot or will 

not participate. 

49: There are not events for me to attend locally. 

50: Perhaps I am too old, but it's difficult to feel the same as the more recent alums simply because 

things were so vastly different during "our days." 

51: The outreach to locations beyond the East Coast is not significant.  Washington and Lee does a 

slightly better job of bringing university people to the West Coast.  I am not aware of any recent visits by 

university officials to the area where an alumni event was created to bring alumni together. 

52: A lot of time it's monetary focused! 

53: I believe the alumni association makes a good faith effort to build relationships. I have chosen not to 

connect due to family and business. 

54: Again, there is a lot of information shared. There seem to be a number of events and opportunities t 

to get involved, however, the group seems big and impersonal. Since I do not know anyone personally, I 

have not gotten involved. 

55: I think they can engage the minority community more with involvement in activities that are relative 

and inclusive. 

56: Haven’t been out of school long enough to feel the effects of being an Alum 

57: I do activities with the New England Alumni Association, which is mostly watching VT football but I 

would like to do more to feel connected 
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8a.  Do you identify with the title "Multicultural?" 

8b.  Why or Why not? 

1: Neutral 

2: Do not consider myself multicultural 

3: Multicultural comes across to me as a catch all for everything.  Another term would be the use of 

"Other".  I don't see myself as "other".  I see myself as an Alum of Virginia Tech, and if further definition 

is needed then I am an African-American/Black Alum of Virginia Tech.  I identify with Minority, although 

that title seems to be changing.  Multicultural strikes me as something used for groups that are so small 

in number that they are grouped together to make something larger.  I would not use that for Hispanic, 

African-American, or Asian ethnicities. 

4: I am black 

5: Yes, because I am a minority. 

6: Because I am interested in attending events that cater to a wide variety of cultural backgrounds. 

7: I know that VT means people of color here but I really want to connect with Black alumni. 

8: Too general 

9: Yes, due to my child's cultural and racial background. Yet, I often interact with others of various 

backgrounds. 

10: Because I am from a minority group. 

11: I'm African American 

12: It's the new buzz word and I am multicultural. 

13: I am biracial. 

14: Yes.  I attended segregated schools in rural VA until the fifth grade. 

15: I'm not part of the majority so that leaves "multicultural". 

16: I am not a Caucasian. 

17: While I understand the intent of the title and its purpose, the term itself is very general and generic. 

18: I believe that all persons , groups , sub groups are served better under the same umbrella it 

increases the clout of each group and creates an atmosphere of essential bonding between all groups . 
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they do have a lot in common and  should work hard collected to ease the common stress of their 

status. 

19: Black/Hispanic origin 

20: Yes, we use it at work and implies ALL cultures. 

21: I don't identify with that term because I am Black/African American. Multicultural is a much broader 

term and I don't want to be lumped into a general minority category. 

22: I am Multicultural. Tech was more Multi-culturally aware when I was in school. Now, it’s just a title. 

23: The term acknowledges diverse beliefs, thoughts, values, etc. 

24: Assuming African American falls under the multicultural umbrella for Virginia Tech. 

25: I know what the term means, just never thought as myself as being multicultural or even "singularly 

cultured". 

26: it's a diluted term that does not give respect to the needs of individual groups that are incorporated. 

Having said that I think it is a useful term for grouping together all of the racial and ethnic groups under 

one umbrella term... what else would you use? 

27: I self-identify as a minority - from a gender, racial and cultural perspective. 

28: Yes, because I am Multicultural and Multiethnic. 

29: Flavor of the day, I guess. 

30: I identify as a black person.  I guess I could be considered multicultural, but then who in America isn't 

multicultural? 

31: I am a minority. 

32: I am fine with embracing this term in general and as VA Tech works toward improving its diversity. 

33: In order for something to be multicultural everyone must participate otherwise it becomes extortion 

and people feel resentment all around. 

34: VA Tech has students of various backgrounds and interests.  It's what makes the school the 

reputable, well-rounded institution that it is. 

35: Because of my ethnicity. 

36: Yes, due to the fact that I am a part of a diverse group of alumni that are not of white origin. 
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37: I think it is a good way to get non-white alumni to pay attention, but at the end of the day, alumni 

are alumni.  It will be important for the school and for future alumni to have them all engaged in shared 

experiences. 

38: I am a diversity instructor. So to me everyone has a culture.  I think saying multicultural needs to be 

more inclusive, so as an American, black, female...I am multicultural. we need to build from the ethnic 

culture, not leave it behind...but build it out and look at how others can be a part of it. 

39: I am of African American and Caribbean descent 

40: Well, it does appear that folks with my background are considered somewhat "other" by society, so I 

am not offended by this label. 

41: I truly believe in including all races and especially supporting our own 

42: I am multi-cultural 

43: When I think of multicultural I think of someone of more than one race and that doesn't fit me 

personally. 

44: I am African-American 

45: I'm an Black female, born and raised in the South. My heritage is very diverse. 

46: I did in the past but now that this term has come to include sexual preference, I do not. Race is 

something that is not chosen and which can easily be used for discrimination. Hence, the need to 

provide services reach out to people who are minorities going to a predominantly white school. While I 

will agree that much of sexual preference is not freely chosen and is beyond the control of the 

individual, there is also much of it that IS freely chosen and individually fostered. It is also much more 

subtle in expression and in our ability to clearly discern. It has not been shown to be genetically 

determined (although political pressure continue to suggest that it is). I do not appreciate being lumped 

into the same category with sexual preference which may manifest itself in very unhealthy ways. I agree 

that there is discrimination and persecution of such individuals and I would stand with you to oppose 

those actions BUT they belong in their own category and to put them in the same category as race 

and/or cultural discrimination is insulting. 

47: I am African American. 

48: I am black. 

49: Because I am not nor will I ever be multicultural. I am Black. I am proud of it. I am proud of those of 

us who survived VA Tech when they didn't even know what multicultural was, but they darn sure knew 

what Black was, and most of the time they didn't like it very much. The bottom line is this, I fully 

understand that in order to best utilize limited funds as best as you can and try to get the most for your 

money, you call it multicultural and more people will respond or try to identify with it. But I am sick and 
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tired of being lumped in .. I am not African, Asian, Hispanic or pacific islander .. I am Black and I want to 

be identified with Black alumni, not lost in the midst of multicultural alumni. 

50: I am biracial. 

51: Not sure of the question/term.  Isn't everyone multicultural? 

52: It is close to what I believe in, a diverse  culture. 

53: More appropriate definition for many individuals these days (especially, African-Americans). 

54: I am an African-American, and I am not motivated to participate in multicultural events.  

Multicultural often means international or LGBT.  As a heterosexual, Christian, married, African-

American female, I identify with African-American only. 

55: I am biracial. 

56: I am a minority member of the population. 

57: It at least "sounds" as if I am included in the primary, day to day activities of the school. 

58: I'm African American and I know that is how VT looks at me. 

59: Tech has that element of diversity both in its student demographics and programs that are offered. 

60: I cringe whenever I hear the word multicultural to describe me.  My experience at the university was 

more about serving the entire community, first when I was elected as class president and followed by 

my election as student body president (the first minority/ first African American/ and youngest ever 

elected).  Nonetheless, I understand the label and the need to create an environment that helps to 

identify people and build a connection. 

61: Believe we are a multicultural society. 

62: I am African American and embrace the opportunity to interact and network with people from 

various cultural and ethnic backgrounds. 

63: This seems to be a recent term to engage more diversity, however, for me I think the black 

experience was more relevant because that was important during my tenure at VT versus 

"multicultural". 

64: First generation African American college graduate. 

65: The Alumni Association should be all encompassing. 
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10a.  Have you attended a program sponsored by Multicultural Alumni Programs (on or off campus). 

10b.  Why or Why not? 

1: I don't make it back to VT often, and the local chapter doesn't hold multicultural alumni programs. 

2: I was interested in the event 

3: It was related to recruitment, and I wanted to help out the university and the programmatic staff 

involved. 

4: Did not receive an invitation while on campus for OTR. 

5: The chance to meet and network with other alumni. 

6: None meet my schedule and none near me. 

7: Enjoyed the experiences. 

8: I typically do Virginia Tech related activities with other alumni friends of mine. 

9: Keep up with my peers and support the university as much as I can. 

10: It seems as most of the programs are in Blacksburg and I haven't been back since 2001. I admit some 

events have came up that I was interested in, but the cost was above my budget at the time. 

11: An opportunity to reconnect with my peers from 1977-1982. 

12: Haven't seen any near where I live. 

13: Earlier when I was a young alumnus, I attended because I still had many friends enrolled at school or 

living locally (Christiansburg, Salem, etc.). 

14: I attended an on campus Black Student reunion that was held a few years back. I'm not sure if the 

event was a multicultural sponsored program or not. 

15: I think they are important 

16: Nothing that interesting yet and scheduling. 

17: I attended an Alumni program involving Nikki Giovanni. I love her! 

18: I usually enjoy the programs and what they have to offer. 

19: It was in my local city and friends I knew were attending. 

20: Not aware of such programs 
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21: I think it’s important to give back and come back so that we can show a strong presence to the 

university, for other alum, and for current students. 

22: This is a great to stay connected with VT and an opportunity to give and receive 

information/feedback. 

23: I live too far away. 

24: I attend the programs to support the effort and to show the university that I do care about its stated 

commitment to diversity. 

25: Haven't made the effort to get involved. 

26: Did when I was on campus, but haven't since I've left. 

27: It was a nice opportunity to reconnect with other Alumni and a chance to visit the campus and see 

the progress that has been made. 

28: I attended while in Blacksburg but it is a long commute from Richmond.  I would LOVE to be get an 

emailed calendar of events so I can plan AHEAD of time to attend.  Case in point: I almost missed Cornel 

West because I found out at the last minute. Full disclosure: I didn't even go to seem my freshman year 

but that was mostly (but not entirely) because I didn’t know who he was at the time. I spent my 

Sophomore year playing catch up. 

29: Not conveniently located, therefore, there are times when I am not able to attend.  The interest is 

there, so hopefully I will be able to participate someday soon. 

30: I was a cohort student. I only spent a summer on campus. 

31: Location of events or timing due to work responsibilities 

32: It is usually not the most pressing thing going on in my life. 

33: There has only been one activity in my current city, which is out-of-state even though there are 

many VT alums in Atlanta. 

34: I live in Alabama, so distance plays a significant factor 

35: No time to do VT general population stuff and MAP stuff.  I tend to choose the broader brush 

programs.  If I want to connect with other African-Americans that went to tech, I'll use Facebook or 

technology to do so.  Drive time for events is at a premium, so real-time travel tends to be for general 

population events - games, etc. 

36: Never been invited. 

37: I attended the Black Alumni Reunion in 2010. 
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38: I am busy with my job and family and do not have time for these activities right now.  Also, the 

activities offered are not necessarily my cup of tea. 

39: I attended one. Connected to my friends that attended Tech (especially the athletes) 

40: attended past black alumni events. 

41: In college I was very involved. 

42: While at V-Tech I worked for a short time for the head of Multicultural Affairs, and I also worked for 

my department head (Fred Piercy) to help organize a conference for recruitment and retention of 

diverse populations. Since I've graduated I haven't attended any programs. 

43: I've not known programs available. 

44: Schedule conflicts. 

45: Because the rest of the Black alumni I knew were going. 

46: Live too far away. 

47: Not aware of some.  Events on campus need more appeal.  Not worth us driving 5 hours to attend. 

48: Yes, both on and off campus. These events have been excellent and a chance to reunite with dear 

friends from those early years of multicultural experiences on the Blacksburg campus. 

49: I appreciate the opportunity to reconnect with a number of the people that I befriended and 

connected with while at Virginia Tech. 

50: Black Alumni Reunions 

51: Usually not held in my area of the country. Hard to get to campus due to work/travel constraints. 

52: I am African-American and do not identify with "multicultural."  We all are multicultural, even if we 

refuse to acknowledge others who exist. 

53: I do not live in VA. 

54: Notified via email and classmates. Want to reconnect. 

55: Every one of them was quite "satisfying" too. 

56: Don't know about them in my area. 

57: Never worked well with plans and they always plan things on off weekends, never around the same 

time other big events are happening. 
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58: I did attended regularly while still in school. Haven't had the chance yet to attend one either on or 

off campus. 

59: My experience while in school and after school involved a broad group of people.  Although I 

attended a few select events prior to attending the university and a few while in school, my interaction 

has been limited.  Some of this was due to the level of disorganization with the program through the 

years.  A few years ago, I was contacted to speak at an event on campus and it was abruptly cancelled (I 

believe due to attendance).  I was excited to travel from California for the event and disappointed that 

the program did not take place. 

59: Have not participated in programs on or off campus. Travel to campus is difficult due to time 

constraints plus distance. Would consider if travel was within 4 hours. 

60: I attended a football watch party once to take the opportunity to connect with others from VT. 

61: People I knew would be attending. 

62: Haven’t been able to visit the campus since graduation 

63: SCHEDULING /PRIOR ENGAGEMENTS 

64: I enjoy returning to Va. Tech to see and mingle with old friends. 

 

13b.  Please list other activities you would like to participate in that are not listed above. 

1: Networking mixer concert football game basketball game mentoring for prospective students in my 

area. 

2: It would nice to make an effort to market to graduate alum as well as undergrads. 

3: It would nice to make an effort to market to graduate alum as well as undergrads. 

4: You all have programs for high school students who are interested in Engineering, but no other 

programs for High school students who are interested in other fields like Foreign Language, Study 

Abroad programs, or even Math. All students who want to go Virginia Tech do not necessarily want to 

be Engineers. They want to go to a school where all areas have clubs, mixers, activities, not just 

Engineering programs. I know that Va. Tech considers itself a big Engineering school, although they are 

not ranked accordingly, but other areas need to be emphasized to attract future students to the school. 

How about Law, Medicine, Foreign Language, Literature, Communications and Psychology. If not, it 

should be called Va. Tech Engineering University? 
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5: Community service 

6: Events which focus on giving back from a personal and financial perspective - in addition to 

mentoring.  Also corporate partnerships with alumni that could be leveraged to mentor or provide 

internships, etc. with current VT students. 

7: Ski trips, white water rafting, zip lining, sightseeing, etc. 

8: I think we should be working to help those in Richmond who are experiencing academic and social 

difficulty not just watching games and drinking beer.   The engagement of alumni in my local chapter 

area makes me very sad.  I am actually looking for alumni of other schools who want to make Richmond 

area better.  Even sadder to say, not much on that front either 

9: Job opportunities for alum. 

10: I'd love to have more access to VT classes on a resources like iTunes U. 

11: seminars, conferences, meal time meetings, 

12: I would and have participated in volunteer opportunities. 

13: Events for kids(6-15)-(College prep events, school sponsored carnival/fair/circus, meet & greet 

distinguished alumni, sports clinics where kids stay on campus(jamboree), etc. 

14: Difficult for me to attend campus events because I live in another part of the country. 

15: Given that I am located in California, it is difficult to attend programs regularly in Blacksburg. 

16: Organizational programs and social events that I was a part of as a student. 
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Asian Survey Essay Results: 

 

4a. As an alum, I feel connected to (or part of) Virginia Tech. 

4b. Why or Why not? 

1- Donations, football games, newsletters & emails 

2- VT will always be a home for me. 

3- I receive newsletters and updates of notable events that have happened at the university. 

4- Get updates via email, newsletters. 

5- Don't get down to Tech much.  It's too far for a day trip and hotels in town are hard to come by on 

game days. 

6- Virginia Tech has continued to impress me by being able to track me down since I graduated in 1996. 

This is no easy feat given the various times I've moved around the world for work...I'm constantly getting 

communications as a Hokie alum and every time I get a piece of snail mail, VT magazine, email, etc., it 

brings back my wonderful memories of my experience at VT. 

7- Newsletters mailed each month and following the school through the website. 

8- Thru the friends I made in my four years. I read about tech in the alumni association updates and 

from time to time scroll thru the vt.edu website as well. 

9- Hokie football and Hokie Spirit are everywhere! 

10- Strong sense of community. 

11- I have fantastic memories and still keep in touch with my friends via social networks.  I would love to 

come back and visit, bring my children, but the ride is long and they are still little.  Maybe in a couple 

years. 

12- As an active member of Chinese American Society (CAS), I had an absolute great time interacting 

with the university's Asian community. It was fun and educational and I made a lot of long lasting 

friends. 

13- Strong DC Hokies Alumni Association. 

14- I miss VT but haven't been back to visit yet. 

15- I live outside the USA. 

16- Always receive updates from VT through emails 
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17- Because of the strong positive experience I had while attending VT. 

18- I feel like social life at Virginia Tech was only inclusive if the student was a member of a Greek life 

organization, leaving the rest of us who are not members of the Greek community feeling extremely 

alienated and left-out. 

19- VT was my only college experience and affinity for it. 

20- Primarily distance makes it more difficult to stay connected.  I live in California.  But football is 

keeping linked to VT.  Have been trying to engage more threw my company, working with executives, 

education & development, and recruiting. 

21- Great memories. 

22- The college is so big that it's hard to feel really connected.  Also, my friends spread throughout the 

US.  As time went by we drifted apart. 

23- It was home for 4 years. 

24- Although I have a strong fervor for all things VT, it can't be expressed as there is no Boston chapter. 

25- I am part of the MBA Alumni Association Board. 

26- I got updated news and resource for job posting. 

27- My employer works with Virginia Tech. 

28- Newsletters from VT (email communications) and local Hong Kong chapter, we hosted several VT 

alums' visits to Hong Kong, so the connection is always there 

29- I enjoy reading the emails that are sent regarding multicultural events around Blacksburg and 

elsewhere.  They are a fun way to feel connected to the University and other people. 

30- I spent a substantial part of my formative years in the US at VTech in Blacksburg.   

31- I haven’t been back in a long time and I don't feel very connected to the university. But I think it’s a 

personal thing, so there isn't anything I feel the university programs could do the change that. 

32- Mostly my fault for not getting more involved. 

33- I feel really connected to Virginia Tech mainly due to the relationships I have had during my time 

there as a student. I met students through classes, work, residential settings, and other programs. I have 

continued those relationships and friendships since I have graduated. I also live nearby Virginia Tech 

(Roanoke, VA), so I am able to visit the campus and Blacksburg often where I am able to re-connect to 

people there. 
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34- I take pride in the fact that I went to VA Tech, and I'm always on the lookout for vehicles with VA 

Tech stickers and the like. 

35- I live in Hong Kong and there are limited VT activities I can participate in. 

36- Wish that I could find time to visit the campus. Wish you 

37- I loved my college experience and am very proud to be associated with a school like Virginia Tech. 

38- I went for both my BS and MS.  I still have many friends who are in the MS or PhD program. 

39- Never had time to do stuff with association. Once I moved to west coast, Seattle area, I tried to 

contact association...but never got a reply. So I deep far far away. 

40- Had positive interaction with Staff, faculty, and students.  Enjoyed the feeling of family at Tech. 

 

5a. As an alum, I feel connected to (or part of) the Alumni Association. 

5b. Why or Why not? 

1- There is not a local chapter in my area....Savannah/Hilton Head 

2- I have not been out of school long enough to construct a connection (or lack thereof) 

3- I have yet to participate in any Alumni Associated sponsored events. I receive information regarding 

different events available however different factors have influenced my ability to partake in these 

activities. 

4- Have to find a group locally. 

5- Have not done much with Alumni Association. 

6- Have not been involved in too many alumni activities due to work. 

7- Many of my close friends and colleagues are alumni. I read the updates sent via email from the 

associated and strive to make it out to their events as much as possible. 

8- I have no idea exactly what the alumni association does. 

9- Personally not as active as I would like to be. 

10- I know that there is a NJ chapter for VT alumni but I guess b.c we are still 8 hours away...it’s not the 

same.  All of my college friends are in either VA, MD or NC. So even if I do make it to VT, they may or 

may not be there. 

11- Never hear from them. 
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12- I have not attended any alumni events. Mostly just football related tailgate socials and I'm not really 

into them. 

13- There is no alum chapter in the country that I reside in. 

14- I'm live outside the USA. 

15- I live in NYC so I can’t make it to Blacksburg that often for the alum events. However, I would like to 

see more Alum activities in NYC. They usually organize football game viewings but would like to see 

more service activities being undertaken. 

16- I feel connected as I still receive emails from VT about some Alumni events, but I feel that I could 

learn more about the Alumni Association as I only have a general idea of what being an Alumni entails. 

17- Because of the e-mails and events with my local Alumni association. 

18- I don't really have a strong alumni chapter where I live. 

19- Social experiences not broad enough for me or family.  Prefer more choices - professional, 

networking, life adventures/trips.  Maybe too old for this. 

20- I could join a local alumni group but haven't.  I've thought about it but am avoiding it to keep my life 

as simple as possible. 

21- I have not done my part. 

22- See 4b. 

23- I don't use the services or attend the events of the Alumni Association. 

24- Since there is no Boston alumni chapter, there aren't events or tangible things in which to relate to. 

25- Same as above 

26- I got updated news and resource for job posting. 

27- I receive alumni materials (magazine, email, etc.) 

28- Reason above and Alumni Association keeps the 'connection' alive with electronic communication. 

29- The Alumni Association gives my family a chance to see people who we graduated with and connect 

with them especially if they live close to us. 

30- I have not been able to connect with the VT alumni in this area - mostly because of my own 

schedule. 

31- I have participated in 1 or 2 local alumni events, things that were of interest to me or my family. 
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32- Don’t personally know anyone who attends the Alumni Association events, so that would require 

more motivation for me to attend such an event. I think if I had less of a connection to Virginia Tech as 

an Alum, I would be more interested in attending the Alumni Association events in order to meet more 

alumni. 

33- Have not been as involved in the Alumni Association because of having a little one and life gets in 

the way sometimes. 

34- Don't even know what is going on with the Alumni Association. 

35- Don't even know what is going on with the Alumni Association. 

36- Refer to 4b 

37- Emails and mailings keep me connected. I am out of the area--in South Dakota. 

 

6a. Do you think the Alumni Association does a good job of engaging (i.e. building relationships 

with/meeting the needs) of you and other alumni? 

6b. Please explain or comment. 

1- Lot of e-mails, however, I could do without the solicitations for contributions (I will, but soliciting 

drive me less to do so). 

2- I can't really comment as I haven't attended an Alumni Association event; however I do utilize the 

Alumni website portal which I have used and found useful. 

3- mostly for older alum not younger alum 

4- Not sure. 

5- E-mailed opportunities to connect once in a while. 

6- Yup. I think they are doing a great job. I was able to attend the young alumni reunion game against 

UVA last year. 

7- I get emails and that is about it. 

8- Emails sent are opened. But need more varied events other than tailgate for football. 

9- Once again, I live outside the country with no real contact with the alumni association. 

10- It could be better. As an alumni, I feel that I haven't been engaged at all with other alumni through 

the association. I would like to though. 
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11- It would be nice to include more service opportunities that Alumni can do together or with students 

to better promote Ut Prosim. 

12- I don't really receive contact from the Alumni Association about anything going on at Virginia Tech. 

13- Job fairs open to all age groups. Networking for younger alumni.  Not enough for senior alumni for 

continuing education and support. 

14- I have not participated. 

15- I feel the opportunities are there.  I need to be more active. 

16- Good outreach, but I have not made the effort to use the network. 

17- The only VT alum associated thing that is available here is the LinkedIn group. This group really only 

produces insignificant chatter as it's mostly people looking for jobs or posting for jobs in the VA area. 

18- Nothing specific, but at least I am aware of AA's existence!! (maybe I do use emails in my day-to-day 

work) 

19- I think the same applies while I was at Virginia Tech as it does with Alumni.  There are countless ways 

to be engaged with the University and it is up to each individual to seek and be a part of those limitless 

ways. 

20- I see lots of evites and event notifications but have not attended a single event. 

21- Newsletter keep me informed of events. Email blasts from local alumni chapter and friended on 

Facebook and VT Magazine. 

22- I think the e-mails have been helpful for someone looking to be involved as an Alum. I am not a 

major football fan, but the tailgate events that I have received e-mails for may appeal to Alumni. I 

occasionally read the newsletters or e-mails. I think my favorite Alumni program is the travel tour. I have 

not been on one, but would consider going on a trip with other Alumni. I would prefer getting separate 

e-mails regarding these tours. 

23- I am just too busy to be involved.  Sorry. 

24- Same as above - don't know what is going on. 

25- Outstanding!  I may not participate but I feel part of all that takes place. 

 

8a. Do you identify with the title "Multicultural?" 

8b. Why or Why not? 

1- I am a Korean-American. 
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2- Over time, I have had opportunities to connect with many people of different ethnicity and have 

traveled to different countries to get a first-hand experience with interact and be exposed to different 

cultures. 

3- Participated and many clubs at tech. 

4- Everything is multicultural these days. 

5- I was born in Asia, but have lived (as opposed to just visiting for tourism/business purposes) in the 

South America, North America, and Europe. 

6- I am Korean-American. 

7- Multiple facets of people. It goes past the cultural aspects. 

8- I'm Asian but born and raised in America. 

9- I'm Filipino-Chinese American. 

10- Filipino-American. 

11- I was in a multicultural organization while attending VT. 

12- Not sure. 

13- I am a naturalized citizen and I have live outside the US. 

14- Mainly, because I am bi-racial, but also because of the experiences I had while I was at VT, I was 

engaged in many multicultural groups, activities, and events. 

15- I just don't feel like the alumni association is very inclusive. 

16- Multicultural as a racial/ethnic category I was born into, but I am not defined by it. American citizen. 

17- I don’t like the term. 

18- Have a mixed heritage. 

19- I am Korean-American, born in the US, have a Korean heritage. I participated in Korean events while 

at VT, as well as other cultural events. 

20- Not born on US soil. 

21- I was a (n) foreign/international graduate student. 

22- I met many different alums from different countries.  Was that it? 
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23- Although my family is currently living overseas in Finland, I hope my influences as a Chinese 

American help to broaden other people's perspectives of who our family is and that we may also learn 

from other cultures in a positive light. 

24- I am an Immigrant and I identify with the multicultural roots of this country. 

25- Yes because I think Multicultural encompasses all groups that are not Caucasian. 

26-I grew up in a multicultural setting where I learned to be bilingual and practice cultural events from 

two different cultures. 

27- I am half Asian, but I don't like to focus on my differences.  I'd rather focus on my similarities.  We're 

all Americans, not with a distinct "race" in front of the American. 

28- I am a citizen of Thailand. 

29- I am a 1st generation Indian immigrant. 

30- Biracial - Filipina & White, Female, Feminist 

31- I'm Chinese American.1st generation born in the states. 

32- I'm Chinese (born in the U.S.) 

 

10a. Have you attended a program sponsored by Multicultural Alumni Programs (on or off campus). 

10b. Why or Why not? 

1: I don't remember receiving invitations to them 

2: Conflict of schedule. 

3: Never really had the time or was aware of the benefits that came from attending. 

4: Alumni weekend reunion / game day. 

5: I don't recall any specific events, etc...but have to admit that even if I was aware, I believe most of 

them (if not all) are in Blacksburg or the Virginia area. I live and work in the New York City area. 

6: Don't know anything about it. 

7: No general interest. 

8: I was part of the Multicultural advisory board while at tech. I stay in touch with Gwen when I come 

down to Tech. 

9: Too far to travel. 
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10: Timing, fees, need more free events. 

11: Living in Australia 

12: I'm interested in multicultural events. 

13: Yes -- when I was there on campus. 

14: I live outside the country. 

15: Living outside the USA. 

16: Not aware 

17: Have not been aware of any programs. 

18: Did not have the time to do so as I was busy with graduate school work. 

19: Trying to find some gainful employment and earn some valuable work experience. 

20: To support the FASA group, which was created during the years I attended VT. 

21: I loved the International Street Fair when I was on campus. 

22: I was never invited to any of the events. 

23: Not local, not of interest or time for, or older demographics. If local to where I live vs. being at 

Blacksburg, VA. 

24: Have not paid attention to or have not seen announcements. 

25: Not interested. 

26: First interesting opportunity that I was aware of.  

27: Not the right time or location to attend. 

28: Not available in this area that I'm aware of. 

29: I didn't have any information. 

30: Conflicts with schedule. 

31: Guess accessibility - off campus implies 'globally'? 

32: Since we are overseas, we have not made many trips back to the United States but hope to reengage 

in the Virginia Tech community upon returning in 2012. 

33: Not aware. 
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34: The only events that I am mostly aware of are the football events (Homecoming tailgate). 

35: No interest. 

36: It is difficult for a overseas alumni. 

37: Not available in my area. 

38: Not been aware of the events. 

39: I attended them throughout my time at VT.  I went to enjoy some of the events and support friends 

involved in them. 

40: To socialize and get involved. 

41: Don't live close enough to participate. 

 

13b. Please list other types of activities you would like to participate in that are not listed above. 

1: family weekends on campus during the summer 

2: Road trips back to VT. 

3: Tennis league 

4: Culture show. 

5: Community Service events 

6: I think family events. Our local chapter had a family alumni event at children's play there was a great 

turnout. It was a fun event and my son & niece had a great time. 

7: Community service events - either locally, nationwide, or abroad. From a multicultural standpoint, I 

would be interested in attending or leading workshops focused on specific cultures (language, history, 

pop culture, traditions, religion, music) 
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Hispanic Essay Questions Survey Results 

 

4a.  As an alum, I feel connected to (or part of) Virginia Tech. 

4b. Why or Why not? 

1- I had never watched a football game before my freshman year.  I guess living in the dorm and 

spending time with people who were so interested on it got me curious.  Whenever I see orange or 

maroon, I think of my time at VT. 

2- I’m mostly connected to Virginia Tech through my women's social fraternity, the Zeta Mu Chapter of 

Kappa Kappa Gamma. 

3- I am registered to receive University emails and mailings.  I support the Hokie Club and attend football 

games.  I am in contact with Alumni. 

4- Being a part of the VA Tech experience is always with me. It was my home away from home. It was 

where I grew into my young adult life. It is where I acquired an extended family. My experiences at Tech 

will always remain in my heart. 

5- Football 

6- I am active in my local alumni chapter (Memphis, TN) 

7- My experience was positive, was able to make good friends, and VT's campus is gorgeous 

8- I attended the Virtual campus and didn't have much social experience either inside or outside the 

classroom so it's hard to have a strong connection. 

9- Football! 

10- I do feel connected, though, since I am in Manhattan, Kan. The opportunities are minimal for 

interaction with the university/alumni. Closest alumni chapter is Kansas City (about two hours away). 

11- I am probably more connected because I work at Virginia Tech, too. 

12- I live in NYC a little far away to be connected. I only get calls asking for $.  I felt my cultural needs 

were met because I filled in the gaps- which I think is a positive thing to do. I was able to create a family 

atmosphere. 

13- As a student at VT, I felt like I was an outsider because of my ethnicity- I felt invisible. The university 

did little, but talk about inclusiveness, and never did anything concrete to make the campus an inclusive 

one. While they did everything to make Blacks a part of the mainstream, they never did the same for 

other minorities. Now that I have graduated, I don't see myself being connected to an institution that 

never really tried to make me welcomed. 



 
46 

 

 

 

5a.  As an alum, I feel connected to (or part of) the Alumni Association? 

5b. Why or Why not? 

1- Not really feel like connected to the Alumni group. 

2- I think a lot of the programs offered are more geared towards undergraduate alumni.  I feel more 

connected to my graduate program as it was very small (I think there were only 16 of us) 

3- I'm glad to get communications from the New England Hokies through Facebook.  I wish I had more 

time to go to events.  My husband doesn't follow college sports, so it's hard to get him to want to go 

(plus, he often works on Saturdays). 

4- Haven’t attended many events. 

5- Receive emails and mailings from NCR Alum Assoc. 

6- As far as being a participating alumni, I have not been free to do so. I would like to become more 

involved but other responsibilities have taken precedence over the course of my adult life. 

7- I received e-mails from the school. 

8- I am active in my local alumni chapter (Memphis, TN) 

9- I live too far from Blacksburg and never participate in any alumni association events. 

10- Because I don´t have enough time to get involved. 

11- While membership in the Alumni Association is free, most events cost money, and many are way too 

expensive for some of us.  The multi-cultural program seems to be geared toward the black graduate 

and not the Hispanic or other minorities. 

12- DC hokies for football games. 

13- See note in 4b. I have made an effort to participate in KC chapter events - but distance and time are 

a factor. 

14- Since 1991, the person in charge in the Panama alumni chapter, cannot be reached, I have been try 

to contact the person in the alumni extension in VA Tech, but I have never get any answer back to re-

start the chapter. 

15- I have been contacted to be part of this group- I have chosen not to join- in NJ where I live. The 

Alumni stuff happens far from me. 
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16- Alumni Associations are for people who want to stay connected with an institution that they feel 

very connected to and want to sustain that connection. As a student I didn't feel a strong connection to 

the institution because they never made me feel welcomed and a part of the campus culture. So know 

as a grad I don't feel the need to sustain that connection, because it was never there. 

6a.  Do you think the Alumni Association does a good job of engaging  (i.e. building relationships 

with/meeting the needs) of you and other alumni? 

6b. please explain or comment. 

1- I'm not certain what else the Alumni Association could do to engage with me here in the Boston area.  

Now, I was once contacted by a gentleman who works in the Development Office, and we met for coffee 

to talk about my Virginia Tech experience.  I am so flattered he reached out to me!  If an "Official 

Delegation" came to Boston from VA Tech, I would do my darndest to be there.  I once lived in Houston, 

and a professor was visiting, and I went to the lecture event and met up with one of my sorority sisters!  

It was really great.  Boston is a large enough city, with a number of higher ed institutions, I'm surprised 

that there are no events that focus on "visiting professor lectureships".  Sports events are nice, but I'd 

be more interested in going to continuing ed type events.  I might even write a (small) check while at 

one.  ,-) 

2- Receive emails and mailings from NCR Alum Assoc. 

3- I feel that I can be as 'connected' as I choose to be. 

4- I do not think the alumni association chapter in the San Francisco Bay Area does a consistent reach-

out program or organizes enough events to bring alumni together to build relationships 

5- I think it does a good job for people living in northern VA. But for others living in DC or MD there is 

not much. 

6- Read 5b above. 

7- I don't know enough to answer.  I don't know what the needs of other alumni are. 

8- I have not really been involved. 

9- Alumni Assoc does a good job engaging the white community at Tech, because that is what the 

institution is about. In fact Alum Assoc probably doesn't even understand why there is a need to address 

the needs of non-white alumni differently. They don't have a clue. 
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8a. Do you identify with the title "Multicultural?" 

8b.  Why or Why not? 

1- I was born in Latin America but I have spent a large portion of my life in the U.S. 

2- Yes, some say I'm the definition of 'multicultural'.  My mother is half Mexican and half Greek and on 

her side, I'm a second generation American.  My father is a Gringo (Irish and German descent).  They are 

both from Houston, and that's where my extended family lives.  I was raised in Southern California.  

There are huge ethnic communities there, obviously.  I do not feel a connection to any ethnic 

communities in the Northern Virginia area as I'm not from there (I lived there my senior year in h.s. - my 

Dad had been on a gov't exchange assignment that year).  I ended up living in DC for a number of years, 

yet I did not feel a connection to the ethnic communities there, either.  If anything, I'm 

'Caucasian/white' with strong ethnic influences and experiences. 

3- Because it is a catch all phrase that is not inclusive of all, but rather all people of color. I feel like 

efforts should be targeted towards different populations under the multicultural umbrella because 

some of the specific needs and experiences are different. 

4- Parents were immigrants yet I was raised in US. 

5- In the time period I was at Tech, I was aware of students from other parts of the world. I was not 

aware of a multicultural organization of any kind. I think that was added after I graduated in 1981. 

6- I am from Bolivia. 

7- I was born and raised in Latin America and many of my friends are from different cultures and 

ethnicities. 

8- There is a variety of backgrounds and ethnicities among students. 

9- It, because it includes everyone straightforward. 

10- I'm of Hispanic background...however, it appears to me that "Multicultural" at Virginia Tech means 

"Black" students and not students of other cultures. 

11- Though I consider myself Puerto Rican first (one culture), I do understand that blanket 

titles/umbrella organizations structures sometimes must exist. Therefore, I would consider myself 

multicultural alumni. 

12- I am Hispanic, my wife is American, and my kids are mixed. I live multiculturalism. 

13- As a student at VT, I was labeled a "multicultural" and I saw that as being a way to distinguish me 

from blacks and whites. As a graduate, I relate more to the term "cross-cultural" because it connotates 

more inclusiveness than distinguishing me from black and white. 
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10a.  Have you attended a program sponsored by Multicultural Alumni Programs (on or off campus)? 

10b.  Why or Why not? 

1- Not sure why not. 

2- None of my cohort ever attended and I don't know many other folks outside of that. 

3- I rarely get to the Virginia Tech campus.  And to my knowledge, there have been no Virginia Tech 

events in Boston (other than alumni socials focused on sporting events). 

4- Lived too far away, football game weekend doesn't fit into my calendar, not enough notice on some 

reunions 

5- Usually have other plans on the days I am in Blacksburg (football game days). 

6- I have not been able to attend due to family responsibilities. I think that this organization was formed 

after I left and therefore I do not have the ties with others to feel a part of it. 

7- Went to the meeting and UNC game in 2009. 

8- They are a great chance to meet good people that have things in common with me. 

9- I thought it would be interesting but unfortunately not many people attended. 

10- Because I live in Panama, Central America. 

11- I attended one program at a Gator Bowl...it was all Black people...no other cultures were 

represented.   

12- Not since becoming an alumni. None available in my area. Would require travel back to 

Blacksburg/DC. 

13- Do not have time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
50 

 

13b.  please list other types of activities you would like to participate in that are not listed above. 

1- You know, the Alumni Association should work rather closely with the Greek community.  The Zeta 

Mu Chapter of KKG had its 25th Anniversary last November.  I took a bus from Boston to Philadelphia to 

meet a sorority sister.  Then we drove from Philadelphia to West Virginia to pick up another.  Then we 

drove to Blacksburg for the celebration at the Oak Lane house, and the dinner/dance at the German 

Club.  Now, it is hard to get advisers for these women because Blacksburg is so remote.  However, if I 

was there, I'd advise them to work closely with the Alumni Association, too!  The Greeks and the 

Association could work together to have, say, Association representatives as guests at our alumnae 

events.  I try to advise them to work with you guys to make sure we have the best updated contact info 

for our alumnae.  I'm very involved with Kappa (I'm now a Province Director of Chapters responsible for 

UMass Amherst, Harvard, Dartmouth, and Babson) and so you can imagine that I'm a ready audience for 

outreach from my Alma Mater, especially if it was in conjunction with my fraternal organization. 

2- How to start a business workshop would be a good one and have access to alumni that have started 

business. 

3- Would be willing to meet with a prospective student to assist. 

4- Vacation travel 
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Native American Essay Question Survey Results: 

 

4a.  As an alum, I feel connected to (or part of) Virginia Tech. 

4b.  Why or Why not? 

1- I am in my 11th year of working at VT, so it is impossible for me to separate my feelings as an 

alum from my feelings as a professor. 

2-  Remain active as Hokie Club member and with fraternity. Return to VT at least once per year on 

average. 

3-  VT Alumni chapter in Seattle. 

4-  I am currently employed by Virginia Tech. 

 

5a.  As an alum, I feel connected to (or part of) the Alumni Association. 

5b.  Why or Why not? 

1- I haven't been involved in any Alumni Association activities.  

2- Attend local events for the New England chapter. 

3-  I have not had the opportunity to take part of any Alumni Association events since graduating.  

 

6a.  Do you think the Alumni Association does a good job of engaging (i.e. building relationships 

with/meeting the needs) of you and other alumni?  

6b.  Please explain or comment 

1- Perhaps it is because I did my doctoral work (not undergraduate or masters) that I don't find 

Alumni Association activities particularly interesting. 

2-  Don't feel that there is enough National engagement other than to request money 

3-  I believe I have received a couple of emails from the Alumni Association but I do not remember. 
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8a.  Do you identify with the term "Multicultural?" 

8b. Why or Why not? 

1-   Although my ethnic background includes being part American Indian, I have involvement with the 

tribe activities. 

2-  I come from a family that has a diverse ethnic background and heritage. 

3-  Yes, I identify with the term "multicultural".  I believe at Virginia Tech with such a small percentage of 

each racial and ethnic groups that we have to come together to represent all racial and ethnic groups on 

campus. 

 

10a.  Have you attended a program sponsored by Multicultural Alumni Programs (on or off campus)? 

10b.  Why or Why not? 

1- There hasn't been a program that seemed to offer information I feel that I need. 

 

 

13b.  Please list other types of activities you would like to participate in that are not listed above. 

1- School of Education events or programs. 

 

 

 



Questions for Focus Group Sessions (NEAT Grant) 

 

1. Tell me about your experience as a student 

 

Probes: 

What was a memorable moment?  

How was your social experience outside the classroom?  

What were some things you liked/did not like about the university? 

Were you involved in any student organizations while at Tech? 

How did you feel about your experience at Tech? 

If you could do it again, would you choose to attend VT? 

Would you advise family members or other students to attend VT?  If no, why? 

 

 

2. Now that you have graduated, tell me about your experience as an alum 

 

Probes: 

What does it mean to you to be a VT alum? 

What do you think is the role of the Alumni Association? 

What do they do? 

 

Do you: 

A. Feel connected to the university through the Alumni Association, why or why 

not? 

B. Attend Alumni Association programs/events in the past 12 months, why or why 

not?  If so, what types of programs/events did you attend?  

Examples:  

1. College homecomings/events 

2. Class reunions  

3. Alumni chapter in your local area  

4. Multicultural reunions 

5. Other   

3. How do you feel about the Alumni Association’s effort to engage you and other 

alumni?  

(i.e., building relationships/meeting the needs)  

 

Probe: 

What could we do to get you involved with the university and our office?  

 

4. What type(s) of program and/or activities would you most like to participate in?   
 

 

 

 



5. What is your feeling in general about Virginia Tech?  

 

Probes: 

Do you: 

A. Feel a part of the university, why or why not? 

B. Have you been engaged with the university in any capacity in the past 12 months? 

If so, what types of things did you support?   

 Examples: 

1. Attend university programs/events (locally or on-campus)  

Athletic event 

Department or college program 

2. Interact with prospective students (recruitment events) 

3. Interact with current students (retention events, mentoring)  

4. Interact with any university unit/department (Student Affairs, student 

organizations that you belonged to as a student)  

5. Read the Virginia Tech Magazine  

6. Other 

   

6. On a scale from 1 to 10  

(1 = not involved at all, 10 = very involved) 

 

How involved are you with the university?  

Probe: (i.e. How often do you interact (frequency) in a calendar year?  

  

How involved are you with the Alumni Association?  

Probe: (i.e. How often do you interact (frequency) in a calendar year?  

 

7. When was the last time you visited the Blacksburg campus?  

 

8. Do you feel adequately informed about university and Alumni Association events 

and activities?   

 

 

9. Would you like to receive information about the university and Alumni Association, 

if so, how do you prefer to receive that communication? 

a. Mailings 

b. Electronic newsletters 

c. Social media sites  

d. Other  

 

10. Is there anything else you would like to mention that we have not covered today?   
 

 



African American Survey Result Evaluation 

This survey was electronically conducted.  There were 139 participants who responded in 

2011 in the month of November.  Questions to determine this constituent’s group connection to 

and feelings toward Virginia Tech and the Alumni Association were given.  The following is an 

evaluation of the responses to open ended questions in the survey. 

4a. As an alum, I feel connected to (or part of) Virginia Tech. 

4b. Why or Why not? 

 Eighty-six participants responded to this question.  There were three categories that those 

responses fit into: the alum felt connected, the alum did not feel connected and other.  Those that 

did still feel connected wrote about having a good experience while they attended Virginia Tech 

and that same connection still lasts even if they are not incredibly involved right now.  Many of 

these same respondents feel connected if they participated in clubs while they were at Virginia 

Tech, such as a sorority or the McNair Scholars Program.  These respondents also spoke of being 

as connected as they wanted to be.  For instance, they could choose to come back and visit the 

university or could choose to stay connected by keeping in touch with fellow alumni.  Many of 

these same participants felt they were connected if they were interested in sports and kept up 

with the Virginia Tech sports teams.     

 Those who did not feel connected to the university as alum also did not feel connected 

while they were a student.  Some of the participants cited feeling like he/she were a burden to the 

school and/or experienced discrimination.  Additionally, some felt that there is not much ethnic 

diversity in the faculty, students or alumni and would like to see more, as well as to get more 

information about what is happening with minorities at the school currently.  Still others stated 

their choice of study (Engineering, English, etc.), or level of education effects why they feel 

disconnected.  For instance, there were two graduate students who did not feel very connected to 

Virginia Tech and this was, at least in part, due to not being an undergraduate.  Quite a number 

of people cited their location, allocation of time, other commitments, as well as their economical 

status as reasons why they were not able to come back and visit, and thus why they do not feel 

connected.   



 In the category of other were those with various viewpoints.  These participants thought 

they were well informed of ways to visit Virginia Tech and information about the school via 

email, newsletters and magazines.  Many said that you could feel connected if you chose to take 

advantage of the events happening on campus and at the local alumni chapters.  In other words, 

as an alum you can stay connected if you choose to. 

 

 

5a. As an alum, I feel connected to (or part of) the Alumni Association. 

5b. Why or why not? 

 There seventy-one participants who responded to this question.  Like in question four 

their answers fit into the categories of feeling connected, not feeling connected and other.  In the 

first category participants gave several reasons why they felt connected.  One of those reasons 

was because they serve on some of the organizations with the Alumni Association.  The other 

reason that was most often given is that alumni are well informed via web and email.  This kept 

the participants informed about what events the Association was planning, as well as other ways 

they try to engage alumni.  Networking events were listed as one of the ways that the Association 

does a good job of helping alumni feel connected.  One of the most commonly cited reasons that 

alumni do feel connected is due to the local alumni chapters.  If the local chapter is active and the 

participants enjoy attending the events the alum felt connected to the Association as well.   

 There were several themes in the responses the participants who did not feel connected 

gave.  The first was that if the local alumni chapter was not active, or did not cater enough to the 

alumni’s needs (such as nearness of location or type of event preferred) there was not a feeling of 

connection to the Alumni Association.  There was one participant who experienced prejudice at 

one of the local alumni events and did not attend any other events.  Another theme was the lack 

of trying to connect with African American alumni and/or alumni of color.  One participant 

expressed hesitation in going to events due to wondering if he/she would be the only person of 

color attending.  This feeling included events geared towards alumni of color as well, which 

were not seen as highly publicized.  Another response often given was that most events are 



geared towards a Caucasian audience.  For some of those who answered this question the lack of 

connection when attending the university, as well as discrimination experienced while there, 

were a factor in feeling disconnected with the Alumni Association.  

 The third theme running through answers to number five was not having enough time, 

interest or money to attend events.  Many of the events were too far away, even those organized 

by local chapters.  There was an expressed interest in making events more interesting by 

including programs which would inform and give alumni updates on how their fellow alumni 

and students of color are currently doing. 

 The last category, entitled other, for this question mainly speaks for those who have 

chosen not to be involved with the Alumni Association.  This was mostly due to inconvenient 

times and locations for events.  A lack of interest in the events because they were not geared 

towards African American alumni was expressed for these participants as well.  The additional 

themes of not having enough money to travel for events, or that the events did not cater to 

graduate alumni were articulated as well. 

 

 

6a. Do you think the Alumni Association does a good job of engaging (i.e. building 

relationships with/meeting the needs) of you and other alumni? 

b. Please explain or comment. 

Fifty seven participants of the survey responded to 6b.  Some felt the Alumni Association 

does a great job, while others felt they do a good job but also could do more and gave 

suggestions, and still others felt the Association needed to improve how they engage alumni.  

The first group felt informed of events happening and that those events had a great deal to offer.   

The second group said they are kept well informed through communications, but that 

there could be improvements.  Among these improvements were more frequent events, 

expanding to more social media networks (i.e. linked in, face book, etc.), making the events 

more personal, perhaps by involving alumni in planning and getting input on what type of events 



to plan.  This group voiced the need to engage the African American undergraduate and graduate 

community, especially at the local level.  One suggestion was to include information on African 

American issues on the Virginia Tech campus, such as the graduation rates, etc.  Those who 

responded to this question expressed a need for events to be more enticing. 

There were three main responses if the participants answered question 6a as no.  The first 

was that the local chapters did not do a good job of engaging African American alumni as seen 

by the events planned and by the attendance and participation of African American alumni in the 

local chapters.  The second response was that there is too much focus on monetary needs and 

fundraising.  The third and final common response was that distance is a factor.  Events are too 

far away.  Additionally, in certain parts of the country (i.e., West Coast) the local chapters and 

the outreach to those areas by the Alumni Association are not strong.     

 

 

8a. Do you identify with the title “Multicultural?” 

b. Why or Why not? 

 There were sixty five participants who chose to respond to why they did or did not 

identify with the title Multicultural.  Many had their own definition of the term multicultural or 

were unsure of how to define it.  Regardless of how Virginia Tech defines the word 

multicultural, this evaluation will discuss the responses in terms of how participants of the 

survey viewed it.  There were two possible responses to 8a; yes or no, with 110 answering yes 

and 28 answering no.  Of those who said they did identify as being multicultural 50 responded to 

8b, while 15 people who do not identify as multicultural responded to 8b.     

 There were several reasons why the 50 participants identified themselves as multicultural.  

Many cited their ethnicity and/or race (Black/African American, African American and 

Hispanic, African American of Caribbean descent or biracial) as why they are multicultural.  

Many identified with the term because of past experiences, both at Virginia Tech and 

beforehand.  Another common answer was that as someone who is not Caucasian and/or who is a 

minority they consider themselves multicultural.  This implied that for many of the survey 



participants multicultural is defined as excluding the majority, which was distinguished as those 

of the Caucasian race.  Some identified as multicultural because it includes all cultures and 

acknowledges diverse thoughts, beliefs and values.  In these cases it was believed that Virginia 

Tech and the Alumni Association are trying to be all inclusive and create connections.  These 

participants were interested in interacting with people of various racial/ethnic backgrounds and 

attending events that cater to a wide variety of cultural backgrounds. 

 There were a few themes that ran through the answers the 28 people gave to 8b.  The first 

theme is that the term multicultural was too general and generic; it was too broad and all 

encompassing.  These participants did not want to “be lumped into a general minority category.”  

Some viewed the term as defining smaller minority groups, while still others defined the term as 

someone who is biracial.  Those who felt this way identified themselves specifically as Black 

and/or African American.  Some did not identify with the term because it was not used 

consistently in his/her life or at Virginia Tech.  That person was not looked at by others as 

multicultural, but rather as Black or African American only.  Two participants defined the term 

as including sexual orientation and did not want to be associated with a term which referred to 

the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender community.  A few were confused as to what the 

term meant and how Virginia Tech defines multicultural.   

 

 

10a.  Have you attended a program sponsored by Multicultural Alumni Programs (on or 

off campus) 

b. Why or Why not? 

 Sixty five people responded to this question.  Those who did attend an event enjoyed it.  

The two events mentioned were the Black Alumni Reunion and parties to watch football.  The 

reasons for attending were a want to reconnect with peers and to spend time with other friends 

who are also alumni.  Other reasons for attending were to learn what progress has been made at 

the university, as well as a want to help the school and the Alumni Association. 



 There were several reasons that participants chose not to attend an event.  Among them 

were a lack of money, time and knowledge of the event, as well as of familiar people who were 

attending.  The location of the event, as well as family obligations were other reasons why 

people who not able to come to events.  Some were not interested in the events that took place or 

were not aware if the local chapters had Multicultural events. 

 

 

13b. Please list other activities you would like to participate in that are not listed above. 

 There were many different suggestions for activities made from the seventeen people 

who answered this question.  However, there were three that were mentioned more than once: 

activities for graduate alumni, community service in Blacksburg and with local chapters, as well 

as local mentoring programs for prospective students and programs for high school.  Also 

desired were outdoors activities (ski trips, etc.), concerts, events for children, online Virginia 

Tech classes (i.e. on iTunes u), corporate partnerships to mentor/ provide internships with current 

students, as well as job opportunities and networking ( in the form of seminars, conferences, and 

meal time meetings).   



NEAT Asian American Survey Results 

 

This survey was electronically conducted.  There were 85 participants who responded in 

2011 in the month of November.  Questions to determine this constituent’s group connection to 

and feelings toward Virginia Tech and the Alumni Association were given.  This report is an 

evaluation of the responses to open ended questions in the survey. 

 

4a. As an alum, I feel connected to (or part of) Virginia Tech. 

4b. Why or Why not? 

 There were 42 responses to 4b, of which 32 either strongly agreed or agreed to feeling 

connected to Virginia Tech.  9 responded as feeling neutral and one person disagreed with 

feeling connected to Virginia Tech.  The person who did not feel connected to Virginia Tech 

stated not having been back in a long time.  He/she also said that it is a “personal thing” and that 

there are no programs the university could plan to change those feelings.  

Those who felt neutral towards this question stated several reasons why.  One theme in 

these responses was that the person did not feel connected to Virginia Tech because they were 

not able to or wanting to invest the time to come back and visit.  Location of the alums was 

mentioned several times as why they answered neutral.  Many said the university was too far 

away and they cannot visit often, stating that they live in another country or on the west coast.  

Additionally, some of the alum said that the local chapter was not very active or nonexistent and 

that it was not possible to attend the local events and/or events at Virginia Tech. 

Several themes run across the answers that the 32 participants who feel connected to the 

University gave.  One of those themes is that the alums felt very much a part of Virginia Tech 

while they attended school.  Some cited being part of organizations, such as the Chinese 

American Society and MBA, as why they felt so connected to the school as a student.  Many 

stated having good memories while being a student and having close friends, whom they still 

keep in touch with.  Two of the participants talked about feeling like Virginia Tech will always 



be a home for them.  A second recurrent theme of being connected to the school was due to 

liking and being active in the local alumni chapters, such as one participant who lives in DC and 

another who is in Hong Kong.  Another commonly mentioned reason why the participants feel 

strongly connected to Virginia Tech is the communications received from and about the school.  

The communications received were emails, newsletters, magazines, as well as information on the 

school website.  Additionally staying up to date with Virginia Tech sports helped alumni to feel 

connected. 

 

 

5a. As an alum, I feel connected to (or part of) the Alumni Association. 

5b. Why or why not? 

 37 people responded to why they did or did not feel part of the Alumni Association.  

Those who responded to 5a with either disagree or strongly disagree stated several reasons.  A 

few said they have not heard from the Alumni Association or simply “don’t know what is going 

on with the Association.”  Some said they receive the electronic communications and mail, but 

that the events are either too far away, at a bad time or not interesting (i.e. football tailgates).  A 

few suggestions to make events more enticing were to have professional networking 

possibilities, adventure trips, family friendly events and community service.  Others stated they 

do not feel a connection because they have not participated in any events for various reasons 

(even if there was a stated interest), from family to work.  Some participants said that while they 

would like to participate in and attend Alumni Association events, it would add too much to their 

busy lives.  There were two other reasons consistently cited as to why the alums did not feel 

connected.  The first was if the alum did not know anyone who was going to the Association’s 

event he/she did not feel inclined to go.  Along the same lines as this if the alum’s friend(s) no 

longer lived near Virginia Tech he/she did not want to make the trip back.  The second reason 

given by alumni was in regards to the local chapters.  If the local chapter is nonexistent, not 

incredibly active or too far away alumni did not feel connected to the Association.   



 Those who do feel connected to the Alumni Association had two main reasons.  The first 

is that the electronic communications and mailings keep them informed about events and what 

the Association is doing.  If the local chapter was active in this way  alumni also felt connected.  

The second reason involves connection to people.  If the alum knew friends or colleagues at 

Virginia Tech he/she felt connected to the Association as well.  Other alumni stated that they 

appreciated the organization because it helped them to establish more Virginia Tech connections.   

 

 

6a. Do you think the Alumni Association does a good job of engaging (i.e. building 

relationships with/meeting the needs) of you and other alumni? 

b. Please explain or comment. 

 33 people answered yes to 6a, 10 no and 40 somewhat.  There were 25 total responses to 

6b.  Of those 25 responses 7 said yes to 6a, 3 said no and 15 said somewhat.  Those who do think 

the Alumni Association does a good job of engaging alumni stated several reasons why they felt 

this way.  One of those reasons was that they are well informed of the many opportunities and 

events and which they can participate in.  If the local chapter was active in some way, even if it 

be mostly emails, the alum believed the Association does a good job. 

 The three who answered no to 6a all had different reasons.  One alum stated that he/she 

“don’t know what is going on.”  Another said that they are a member of the linked in group, but 

that he/she does not feel there is much usefulness to it.  The third alum thought the activities and 

events of the Association are mostly for older alumni and there is not much for the younger 

generation.   

 The largest category of answers for this question, those who answered somewhat, also 

had several different reasons.  Some stated they receive emails and evites, but that they would 

like the Association to branch out and do more outreach of a different kind.  Some possibilities 

given were to do events other than tailgates, such as service opportunities with alumni and 

students, job fairs for all ages, networking for younger alumni, as well as continuing education 



and other programs for senior alumni.     If the alum lives out of state or in another country there 

was “no real contact with the Alumni Association.” 

 

 

8a. Do you identify with the title “Multicultural?” 

b. Why or Why not? 

 Of the 84 people who answered question 8a, 73 said yes they identify with the title, 11 

said they do not and one person did not answer.  There were 33 responses to 8b, with 6 of those 

being people who said they do not identify with the term multicultural and 27 saying that they 

do.  One of the themes for those who do not identify as multicultural was not wanting to be 

defined by a racial/ethnic category.  In these answers the participants did not want to focus on 

differences, and identified themselves and others as being American.  Two participants also cited 

being unsure of the term and if they believe themselves to be defined by it.  Another person 

disliked the term and stated that “everything is multicultural these days.” 

 Those who did identify with the title multicultural had several reasons for doing so.  

Many had different definitions of multicultural.  Some felt it encompassed many aspects of life, 

such as one participant who identified being biracial, female and a feminist.  Still others defined 

it as more specific.   For instance, one alum felt that multicultural encompasses anyone who is 

not white.  Another alum, felt that it goes beyond cultural aspects and encompasses “multiple 

facets of people.”  Many said they identify as being multicultural because of their race/ethnicity, 

which included those who are monoracial and/or biracial.  For others being an international 

student and/or an immigrant, as well as having mixed heritage made them feel as if they could 

identify with being multicultural.  Those alumni who participated in multicultural clubs and 

events, as well as those specific to one ethnicity, while at Virginia Tech identified strongly with 

the term.  Additionally, if the alum had contact with different cultures and had traveled to 

different countries he/she felt a strong connection to the title. 

 



 

10a.  Have you attended a program sponsored by Multicultural Alumni Programs (on or 

off campus) 

b. Why or Why not? 

 19 of the participants had attended a Multicultural Alumni Program and 65 had not.  

There were 42 responses to question 10b, with 9 saying yes to 10a and 33 saying no.  Those who 

responded no to this question had two main themes running through their answers.    One of 

those themes was that if the location, time and/or money was an issue the alum was not able to 

make it to the event.  Some cited not knowing about those events, receiving the invitations or no  

local events as why they had not been to a Multicultural program.  The second theme was a lack 

of interest in Multicultural Programs.  One participant who felt this way asked, “What would 

benefit be?” 

 The 9 who had been to an event enjoyed them and talked of several reasons why they 

attended.  The events that were attended were ones involving football (tailgates, etc.), 

homecoming and the Alumni Reunion Weekend.  Many expressed interest in the Multicultural 

events on or off campus and wanted to socialize and get involved in them.  One of the reasons, 

which was given by a lot of the participants, was that they were involved in the Multicultural 

events and organizations in some way as a student and wanted to support friends and those 

students who now participate in those same organizations and events. 

 

 

13b. Please list other activities you would like to participate in that are not listed above. 

 Many activities were given by the 7 participants who responded to this question.  Two 

activities were mentioned twice: family events (i.e. weekends on campus during the summer) 

and community service events locally and nationwide/abroad.  Also mentioned were road trips 

back to Virginia Tech, a tennis league, culture show and workshops focused on specific cultures 

(language, history, pop culture, traditions, religion and music). 



NEAT Hispanic Survey Results 

 

This survey was electronically conducted.  There were 32 participants who responded in 

2011 in the month of November.  Questions to determine this constituent’s group connection to 

and feelings toward Virginia Tech and the Alumni Association were given.  This report is an 

evaluation of the responses to open ended questions in the survey. 

 

4a. As an alum, I feel connected to (or part of) Virginia Tech. 

4b. Why or Why not? 

 14 people responded to 4b.  The majority of the answers were from people who either 

agreed or strongly agreed with 4a.  Two people felt neutral towards 4a and one person strongly 

disagreed.  The alum who strongly disagreed with feeling connected to Virginia Tech felt like an 

outsider as a student because of his/her ethnicity.  This alum cited feeling invisible and that the 

University only talked about being inclusive towards minorities.  Since this person did not feel 

welcomed while being a student there was no connection as an alum.   

 The two alumni who feel neutral in terms of connection to Virginia Tech had different 

reasons for feeling so.  One alum stated that because of attending the virtual campus there was 

not much social experience while a student and therefore having a strong connection after 

graduation has been difficult.  The second alum who felt neutral said his/her cultural needs were 

met due to their own actions and that a family was created.  However, because of the distance 

away from the University (living in NYC) it has been hard for this person to keep a connection. 

In the answers of the 11 alumni who feel connected to Virginia Tech there were three 

themes.  One of these themes was football, which was mentioned in four of the alums answers.  

If they followed football and/or if it was an important part of their time at Virginia Tech there is 

still a strong connection.  Another theme was that if the alum felt connected while a student that 

connection continues to this day.  These alumni mentioned making good friends and an extended 

family, as well as feeling as if the school is a home away from home.  The last theme related to 



how involved alumni are with Virginia Tech currently.  For instance, one alum mentioned that 

because he/she works for the school the connection is still strong.  Others mentioned being active 

in the local alumni chapter and other organizations, such as the women’s social fraternity (the 

Zeta Mu Chapter of Kappa Kappa Gamma).   

 

 

5a. As an alum, I feel connected to (or part of) the Alumni Association. 

5b. Why or why not? 

 17 people responded to 5b, with their answers to 5a being almost evenly spread between 

feeling a connection, not feeling connected and feeling neutral to being part of the Alumni 

Association.  Those who felt a neutral connection stated attendance at events as the reason.  The 

alum either had not attended any events, chose not to attend events and/or couldn’t attend events 

because of the time and location.   

 Those who did feel connection to the Alumni Association received communications from 

the school and local chapters.  Even if they could not attend the events there was a strong interest 

and want to attend.  Some of these alumni were active in local chapters and attended their events, 

such as the chapters in Washington DC and Memphis. 

 There were several reasons that each person who did not feel a connection stated for their 

feelings.  One of those reasons was that the programs have not been geared towards that 

particular person.  For instance, one alum felt that the programs were geared towards 

undergraduate alumni, and being a graduate student while at Virginia Tech he/she felt left out.  

For this person there was more of a connection to the graduate program and those in it.  For 

another alum he/she felt the multicultural programs have been geared toward Black alumni, but 

not towards Hispanic and other minorities.   One alum stated that since the school did not make 

him/her feel welcomed while a student there was no want to sustain a connection after 

graduating.  A common thread for some of those who do not feel connected to the Alumni 

Association was that they were not able to attend events because of money and/or other 



responsibilities.  Additionally, if there was no local alumni chapter there was a lack of 

connection with the Association. 

 

 

6a. Do you think the Alumni Association does a good job of engaging (i.e. building 

relationships with/meeting the needs) of you and other alumni? 

b. Please explain or comment. 

  10 people responded to 6b, with the majority of the answers (7) being from answering 

somewhat to 6a.  The one person who said that the Alumni Association does a good job of 

engaging alumni said that they feel, “that I can be as ‘connected’ as I choose to be.”  There were 

two participants who think the Alumni Association does not do a good job of engaging alumni.  

Both of these participants cited that they feel this way because it is not inclusive of different 

minorities.  One of these alum stated that the Association only does a good job of engaging the 

White community, but that they do not “even understand why there is a need to address the needs 

of non-white alumni differently.  They don’t have a clue.”  The second alum felt that the 

multicultural programs do a better job of engaging Black alumni, but not other minorities.   

 Two themes ran through the answers of the 7 people who thought the Association did 

somewhat of a good job engaging alumni.  The first theme was that the alums have not been 

involved with any of the events and/or programs.  One person said the reason for this is because 

he/she just graduated and did not want to be involved just yet.  The second theme was that the 

Alumni Association does a good job engaging some people.  These alums felt this depended on 

the area where one lives.  For instance, one stated that the northern Virginia area had lots of 

opportunities for engagement.  However, others stated that if you live in Maryland, Washington 

DC, the San Francisco Bay Area or Boston there are not many opportunities.  These alum would 

like to be engaged, but lacked the resources from the Association to do so locally.    

 

 



8a. Do you identify with the title “Multicultural?” 

b. Why or Why not? 

 Of the 14 responses to 8b three did not identify with the title Multicultural, while 11 did.  

Two of those who did not identify as Multicultural thought the term is not inclusive.  One of 

these alum thought it only encompasses people of color, while the other alum thought it 

encompasses those minorities who are not Black.  These alums believed that it does not describe 

the experiences of the different minority populations and is a “catchall”.  A preferred term was 

cross-cultural because it is more inclusive.  The third alum who did not identify as Multicultural 

he/she is American.   

 The eleven people who identified as multicultural cited several reasons why and had 

some differing definitions.  Some alumni felt that the term is inclusive of everyone and therefore 

agreed with the title.  Others felt that their race, ethnicity, nationality, as well as their family 

background defined them as multicultural.  Others stated having interaction with those who are 

different from themselves (whether this be in regards to nationality, ethnicity or race) defined 

them as multicultural.   

 

 

10a.  Have you attended a program sponsored by Multicultural Alumni Programs (on or 

off campus) 

b. Why or Why not? 

 15 people responded to 10b: 5 had attended a Multicultural Alumni Program and 10 had 

not.  The two events mentioned by those who had gone were the Gator bowl and the UNC game 

in 2009.  Two of those alumni who attended an event enjoyed it.  One alum appreciated it 

because it was a chance to meet people who he/she “had things in common with.”  Two other 

alumni were not satisfied with the events because of low attendance and because of the lack of a 

diverse minority population.   



 Those who had not been to a Multicultural Alumni program cited several reasons for their 

lack of attendance.  One commonly written reason was due to either the time and/or location of 

the events.  Even if there were local events (which were few) other responsibilities were a 

priority for the alum.  Since most of the Multicultural events are in Blacksburg many alumni 

were not been able to travel back to attend.  Another alum stated not being interested in events 

that have a “race-based differentiation” and would rather go to tailgates for the College of 

Engineering.    

 

 

13b. Please list other activities you would like to participate in that are not listed above. 

 Each of the four alumni who responded to this question had different suggestions for 

activities.  The different suggestions made were travel activities and perhaps a workshop 

regarding how to start a business, as well as speaking with alumni who have started a business.  

Interactions with prospective students was also mentioned.  Another alum wrote a detailed 

response  suggesting the Alumni Association work closely with Greek Organizations.   

    

 



NEAT Native American Survey Results 

 

This survey was electronically conducted.  There were 5 participants who responded in 

2011 in the month of November.  Questions to determine this constituent’s group connection to 

and feelings toward Virginia Tech and the Alumni Association were given.  This report is an 

evaluation of the responses to open ended questions in the survey. 

 

4a. As an alum, I feel connected to (or part of) Virginia Tech. 

4b. Why or Why not? 

 Of the five participants who responded to this question, 3 strongly agreed with 4a and 2 

agreed.  There were four responses to 4b.  The reasons for feeling connected to Virginia Tech 

were varied, but one was stated twice.  Two participants work for the school and thus still feel a 

part of it.  One alum stated being a member of the Virginia Tech Alumni chapter in Seattle.  

Another alum stated being an active member of the Hokie Club, as well as his fraternity.  The 

local chapter of the Alumni Association, as well as working for the school were the two themes 

that determined why participants still feel connected to Virginia Tech. 

 

 

5a. As an alum, I feel connected to (or part of) the Alumni Association. 

5b. Why or why not? 

 Of those who responded to question 5b, one agreed with the statement in question 5a and 

2 disagreed with that same statement.  The two who disagree with question 5a cited feeling this 

way because of lack of involvement in Alumni Association events.  The person who does feel 

connected to the organization stated this is because of attendance at local events (New England 

Chapter).   



6a. Do you think the Alumni Association does a good job of engaging (i.e. building 

relationships with/meeting the needs) of you and other alumni? 

b. Please explain or comment. 

 Three participants responded to 6b: one of whom answered no to 6a and the other two 

answered somewhat to 6a.  The alum who said the Alumni Association does not do a good job of 

engaging alumni, cited his/her doctoral work as the reason the activities planned by the 

organization are not interesting.  However, what that doctoral work is the alum did not mention.  

The other two alumni each had different reasons for feeling that the Association does a 

somewhat good job of engaging them.  One alum said there is not enough National engagement, 

except to request money.  The other alum thought he/she had received a few emails for the 

Association but could not specifically remember.  These two alumni felt there is not much 

communication with the Association and did not feel particularly engaged. 

 

 

8a. Do you identify with the title “Multicultural?” 

b. Why or Why not? 

 Three participants responded to 8b, two identifying with the title and one who does not.  

The person who does not identify as multicultural said, “Although my ethnic background 

includes being part American Indian, I have involvement with the tribe activities”  This alum’s 

definition of multicultural may be more broad, which is why he/she did not identify with the title.  

The two alumni who do think of themselves as multicultural seemed to each have a different 

meaning for the term.  One alum identified as being from a family with a diverse ethnic 

background and heritage and this is why he/she identified as multicultural.  The second alum 

who thinks of him/herself as multicultural believed that the title includes racial and ethnic 

minorities.  This can be seen in part of the alum’s answer to 8b, which was “I believe at Virginia 

Tech with such a small percentage of each racial and ethnic groups that we have to come 

together to represent all racial and ethnic groups on campus.”  



10a.  Have you attended a program sponsored by Multicultural Alumni Programs (on or 

off campus) 

b. Why or Why not? 

 All 5 participants answered no to 10a.  The one person who answered 10b stated he/she 

has not attended any programs because there have not been any of interest, which would seem to 

offer needed information. 

 

 

13b. Please list other activities you would like to participate in that are not listed above. 

 One alum answered this question.  The activities he/she would like to see are those 

organized by the School of Education. 
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